
New artistic perspectives: a decade of German-Dutch collaboration 
 

After ten years, the collaboration between the Dutch Cultural Participation Fund and the German 

Fonds Soziokultur is due to continue in a different form. Since 2013 the two Funds together supported 

63 projects with over 1.7 million euros, as part of the German-Dutch Young Art subsidy scheme. This 

collaboration has inspired both Funds in their future plans and new international collaborations.  

‘Thanks to this project, the exchange between artists and institutes is so much easier.’  
– Krista Burger, project manager Wörterbuch Fürsorge 

 
Young Art  

Ten years ago, the Fonds Soziokultur and Cultural Participation Fund signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) and launched an annual open call for Young Art. Through nine live events 

Dutch and German cultural organisations met, pitched and matched their ideas for a collaboration. 

This way Young Art supported sustainable collaboration between Germany and the Netherlands in 

the field of cultural participation and education. Both funds proudly look back on 63 supported 

exchange projects with a diversity of artistic disciplines, target groups and covering themes such as 

digitization, identity, history, and the natural environment.  

‘I would never have met some of these people in my normal life, but now I heard their stories and 
started seeing things from different perspectives.’ 

Evy, 14 years, participant 
Follow-up and new collaborations 
Based on the programme’s success, the two funds will each continue to support Dutch-German 
collaboration through their own activities. And they will build on their shared experience by entering 
into new yet similar international collaborations. 
 
Director Cultural Participation Fund, Hedwig Verhoeven: ‘The long and close collaboration with Fonds 
Soziokultur has helped the Dutch cultural sector finds its way towards German partners. We are 
proud on what we achieved together and grateful that we can build further on this experience. That 
both we and Fonds Soziokultur will continue supporting projects with grants. We look forward to the 
results of similar initiatives with other countries through which we are working on a European 
network for cultural exchange.’  
 
Chairman Fonds Soziokultur, Kurt Eichler: ‘During the program both organizations as participants 
from the Netherlands and Germany had the chance for reciprocal learning in participatory and artistic 
approaches which has supported the development of community arts in extraordinary ways. Both 
funds react now on ongoing transformations in culture and society. New subsidy schemes include 
international work but also the funds will continue exchanging knowledge about tackling big 
challenges of today and in the future.’ 
 
The two funds look forward to both new and continuing collaborations on both sides of the border. 
 
More information 
Fonds voor Cultuurparticipatie:  International Collaboration subsidy scheme.  Contact 
Fonds Soziokultur: Funding page  Contact  

https://cultuurparticipatie.nl/subsidie-aanvragen/50/internationale-samenwerking-2022-2024
mailto:internationaal@cultuurparticipatie.nl
https://www.fonds-soziokultur.de/en/
mailto:info@fonds-soziokultur.de

